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Children in Spiritual Crisis 
 

I. The Spiritual Condition of Every Child 

When we see children in everyday life, they are cute!  
1 Samuel 16:7 says, “ . . .  man looketh on the outward appearance,  
but the Lord looketh on the heart.” When God looks at a child, what does He see? 

• Isaiah 64:6a (“All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”) 

• 2 Corinthians 4:4 (“The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not”) 

• Lamentations 2:19b (“That faint for hunger in the top of every street”) 

• Isaiah 1:5b, 6 (“The whole head is sick . . .  there is no soundness in it; but wounds and 

bruises and putrefying sores”) 

• Psalm 1:1 (“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly”) 

• John 8:34 (“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant [slave] of sin”) 

• Ephesians 2:1 (“You . . .  who were dead in trespasses and sins”) 

1. Separated from God (Romans 3:23) 

2. Cannot understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 2:14) 

II. The World’s Impact 

• Drugs • Abuse  

• Sex • False Cults 

• Humanism • Witchcraft 

• Violence • Ethics 
 

III. The Opportunity for Every Child 

* To receive the Lord Jesus Christ as his own personal Savior 

When the child does that, what happens? 

1. Acts 26:18 (“To open their eyes and to turn them from darkness to light”) 

2. ohn 8:32, 36 (“The truth shall make you free”) 

3. Psalm 40:2 (“Set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings”) 
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4. 1 Peter 2:24 (“By whose stripes ye were healed”)  

5. John 6:35 (“He that cometh to me shall never hunger”) 

6. Isaiah 61:10 (“He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness”) 

7. Ephesians 2:1; Romans 5:11 (“And you hath he quickened”) 

 

The Answer:  The Lord Jesus Christ!   

The child constantly faces the attacks of the world, but now he has the armor of 
God to protect him. He needs to put it on! He is also protected by the blood of 
Christ, but he needs to appropriate that protection.  

 
IV. The Counter-Attack  

a.  Be diligent in presenting the Gospel and giving children an opportunity to 

respond 

* Lead children to personal faith in Christ. 

b.  Instill a biblical worldview in children 

A correct concept of God—Teach children who God is and what He is like 

Sovereign—God is in control of all things; He is ruler over all. 

Omnipresent—God is always present everywhere. He is with you all the time. 

Omnipotent—God can do anything. His power is greater than we can imagine. 

Omniscient—God knows everything—past present and future. 

All Wise—God has perfect plans and always carries them out  

Love—God always seeks our highest good. 

Good—God is full of kindness, sympathy, and tenderheartedness. 

Who they are in Christ 

Saved (Ephesians 2:8-9)  

Adopted as a child of God (Ephesians 1:5) 

Accepted (Ephesians 1:6) 

Forgiven (Ephesians 1:7) 

Conquerors (Romans 8:37) 

Chosen and appointed to bear fruit (Romans 8:37) 

Sealed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) 

Victorious (1 John 5:4) 
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Godly attitudes and conduct 

Self-control vs. Anger   

Generosity vs. Selfishness  

Humility vs. Pride   

Thankfulness vs. Complaining  

Joy vs. Pouting   

Contentment vs. Envy   

Christian habits and lifestyle 

Devotional life—Prayer and Bible reading  

Scripture memorization 

Church attendance 

Tithing 

 Witnessing 
 

V. Equip children for Christian service 

a. Teach them about spiritual gifts. Help children to identify their gifts and to use  them 
(1 Peter 4:10). Give them a vision for serving as part of the body of Christ. 
 

b. Provide training to equip them to share their faith with others. Give them tools to 
use (e.g., Wordless Book, tracts, friendship bracelets).  
 

c. Help them to establish a daily quiet time with God. 
 

d. Teach them about the power of prayer and its importance in the Christian life. 
 

e. Teach them principles and steps for overcoming sin and living a victorious 
Christian life. 
 

f. Provide opportunities for them to be involved in ministry (e.g., a project for a 
missionary, visiting a nursing home, helping someone in need, cleaning up after an 
outreach event at church). 
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Teaching Aids to Help You in Working 

with Children in Spiritual Crisis 

 

1. Foundational Lessons (CEF Press®)   www.cefpress.com  

• God, the Creator King 

2. Christian Heroes (CEF Press) 

• His Best for God (Eric Liddell) 

• A Man for God’s Plan (Jim Elliot) 

• A Friend of God (Joni Eareckson Tada) 

• Discovering with God (George Washington Carver) 

3.  Visualized songs (CEF Press) 

• “I Want to Know Christ” 

• “Work on Your Attitudes” 

• “I’ll Stand Up Tall”  

• “Do What’s Right” 

4.  CD’s and Downloads (CEF Press) 

5. Children’s Ministry Resource Bible (Thomas Nelson Publishers) 

• Full-page articles 

“Helping Children to Know God” (page 149) 

“How to Be a Person of Great Value” (pages 792-793) 

“The Armor of God” (pages 1490-1495) 

“Helping Children to Grow” (pages 1560-1561) 

“You Can Have Victory Over Sin” (pages 1564-1565) 

6. Children’s Ministries Institute®  www.cefcmi.com  
 

http://www.cefpress.com/
http://www.cefcmi.com/

