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Teachers that Touch Lives 
(A Look at the Teacher) 

 
 

I. What is teaching?  

A. Christian educator:  “Training or teaching is the process by which the 

behavior of one person is changed into conformity with a standard exemplified  

by another.”
1
 

B. Dictionary (Use your own, or the following from The American Heritage Dictionary): 

“To impart knowledge or skill . . . to cause to learn by example or experience.”  

C. Combination:  Teaching is a process designed to         

the knowledge, skill and         of the learner as a result of the 

example or experience of the teacher. The master teacher, Jesus Christ, is 

the standard and example for the Christian teacher and teaching. 

 

“Teaching is from the heart not the head. 

Teaching is looking, 

 . . . listening, 

 . . . learning, 

 . . . loving. 

Teaching is looking and seeing, 

 . . . listening and hearing, 

 . . . learning and responding, 

 . . . loving and reaching. 

To every child who 

 . . . lives, 

 . . . laughs, 

 . . . and loves within our lives.”
2 
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II. What does God say about teaching?  

A. Deuteronomy 6:5-7  

B. Matthew 28:18-20  

III. What is Christian teaching?   

According to our definition, true teaching involves change. To determine the nature 
of this change we must look to the Word of God (our infallible standard for consideration 
of the overall purpose of Christian teaching). 

A. Look for a key phrase in each of these verses to help define the purpose of 
Christian teaching. 

1. Leviticus 11:44—“ . . . and ye shall be holy: for I am holy . . . ” 

2. 2 Corinthians 3:18—“ . . . changed into the same image . . . ” 

3. 2 Timothy 3:17—“ . . . be complete, thoroughly equipped . . . ” 

4. Galatians 4:19—“ . . . until Christ be formed in you . . . ” 

5. Romans 8:29—“ . . . to be conformed to the image of his Son . . . ” 

 Possibly the best description of the overall purpose of Christian teaching is . . .” 

6. Colossians 1:28—“ . . . teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (perfect=mature) 

B. The goal or purpose of Christian teaching: that each person 
might become mature in Christ. 

1. To reach that goal, what must the teacher do? 

• Present God’s Word to boys and girls 

• Realize the Holy Spirit does the work and that He uses God’s 
Word 

2. Where does the teacher begin? 

• Realize the child’s need for an initial change—salvation. The child must 
possess new life before he can grow in grace. 

• Try to discern where the child is in his Christian walk and help him 
progress from that point. 
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C. Realize the changes that take place as a Christian matures. 

1. Desire to         (2 Pet. 3:18) 

2. Desire to         (2 Cor. 5:15) 

3. Desire to conform to           (Rom. 8:29) 

D. Realize the process of maturing will take a lifetime. 

1. The child will have input from many people (e.g., parents, many teachers, peers). 

2. The child will face a variety of life-changing experiences. 

IV. How important is the teacher?   

You will be just one of many teachers in the course of the child’s life to give 
instruction. It is important, by God’s grace, to discern where the child is in his 
Christian walk and help him at that point. 

A. Philippians 4:9 gives some insight (Emphasize “seen in me”). 

B. Consider this: Because a child may have no one else to teach him God’s Word, 
often the teacher stands between the child and the voice of God. 

C. Teacher’s life and personality are a key in Christian teaching. 

1. “A teacher is one from whom, through whom or with whom pupils learn.”
3 

2. “The single most important factor that influences learning is the life and 

personality of the teacher.”
4 

3. “The teacher may teach a little by what he says; he teaches more by what 

he does; but most by what he is.”
5 

4. “We as Christian teachers go back to the divine Teacher for our inspiration, 
for our content, for valid motivation for Christian action and for proper 

principles and methods of achieving the results.”
6 

D. Teaching is a privilege. 

E. Teaching is a responsibility, a great responsibility! 

. . . to learn to discern needs 

. . . to live the lessons 

. . . to be a leader, a learner and a listener 

. . . to depend completely upon the Holy Spirit for His enabling 

. . . to be true to the Word of God 

(Repeat Colossians 1:28; then read verse 29.) 

 . . . to take seriously the position of teacher (James 3:1) 
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V. A brief look at the teacher  

A. A teacher’s confidence must be in the Lord alone. 

B. A teacher’s commitment to the Lord should be evident. 

1. It will show in his personal appearance: neatly groomed and dressed 
suitably for the occasion. 

2. It will show in the way he stands as he presents God’s Word: good 
posture means good control. 

C. One who teaches the Word of God to children must be assured of his salvation.  

D. A teacher needs a good attitude toward himself, the children and the literature he 
is using. 

E. An acrostic to summarize some of a teacher’s qualities and characteristics 
can be used. 

 

T - Teachable 

   E - Enthusiastic 

    A - Approachable 

      C - Consecrated 

        H - Honest 

          E - Enduring 

            R - Ready 

              S - Sensitive 
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F. The primary goals of the Christian teacher are  

1. To see the Lord Jesus Christ exalted, magnified and lifted up through the 
teaching of the Word of God. 

2. To win each child to Christ as Savior. 

3. To guide each saved child in systematic Bible study. 

4. To train other burdened Christians to reach and win children to Christ. 

5. To give God the glory in all things. 

 

 

  Teaching Aids Which Focus 

  on the Teacher 

  
1. Children’s Ministry Resource Bible (Thomas Nelson Publishers) 

• Full-page articles  

“Do you Have What It Takes?” (page 1512) 

“Methods of the Master Teacher” (page 1208) 

2. Children’s Ministries Institute®   cefcmi.com  

• Training opportunities 
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