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Teaching for the Total Child 
Reaching the Head, Heart, and Will 

Ministering to the Total Child—“The Goal”   

• Requires that the total person be impacted—that includes their mind, heart and will. 

• The process of learning begins with the acquisition of “knowledge.” It is what both 
you and the child will build on.  

• The two primary ways in which knowledge is communicated or acquired are: 

1. Verbally  

2. Written  

 

“Language shapes the way we think, and determines what we 
think about.”—Benjamin Lee Whorf 

  

1. Reaching the mind of the child 

• What do I want them to know? 

• What thoughts do I want them to have?  

• What things should I teach to help reach the mind? 

 Teach about God 

His attributes  

This gives them a picture of what God is like 

This helps children to understand God’s authority 

This lays the foundation for trust 

His work in creation 

This builds a framework to combat evolution 

This helps the child see his importance to God 

This builds a sense of awe and wonder for God 

 

http://thinkexist.com/quotes/benjamin_lee_whorf/
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 Teach about the Bible 

This helps them become familiar with and know how to handle it 

This helps them begin to see the importance of God’ Word 

This helps them understand it’s authority over other books 

This helps them begin to value it for their personal lives 

 Teach about salvation 

This helps with assurance of their salvation (Do this frequently.) 

Importance of sharing their faith 

 Teach about the Christian life 

Prayer 

Bible Study 

Witnessing 

Going to Church 

Giving 

Fruit of the Spirit 

Armor of God 

Consecration 

 

“Education is not the filling of a mind but the lighting of a fire; we 
need to be a spark plug, not a fuel pipe.”—Unknown 

 

2. Reaching the heart of the child 

• What do I want them to feel? 

• What emotions do I want them to experience? 

   

“All the knowledge I possess everyone else can acquire, but my 
heart is exclusively my own.”—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe  

 
• What things should I teach to help reach the heart? 

What God is like—this helps to develop an appreciation for God  

Who they are in Christ.  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/everything_is_simpler_than_you_think_and_at_the/193175.html
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How important they are in the body of Christ  

Your belief in the student and his/her ability. This goes a long way in reaching 
into the life of a child. 

Remember: Development is not merely adding more knowledge or learning more 
facts. Its’ taking the knowledge and facts and changing the way a 
child feels about them.   

 

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education 
at all”—Aristotle  

 

3. Reaching the will of the child 

• What do I want them to do? 

• What volition do I want them to apply? 

 

“Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do.”   

 

• What should I do in my teaching to reach the will? 

Give a challenge each time to teach that relates to the message 

Give a practical way to carry out the challenge in their daily lives 

Remember: The learner must do something with knowledge for that knowledge 
to become meaningful. 

Keep in mind: The Hebrew word for teach and learn is the same word, “Lamad.”  
The implications are—if the students have not learned then I have not 
taught. 

Keys for measuring a child’s learning 

• They are engaged in the classroom 

• They are asking questions 

• They can verbalize concepts in their own words 

• They are connecting the knowledge with real life  

 

 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/educating_the_mind_without_educating_the_heart_is/185803.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/educating_the_mind_without_educating_the_heart_is/185803.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotes/aristotle/
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• They are making personal strides to use their new found knowledge  

Remember: Learners must take ownership of their new-found knowledge. 

Motivating the Total Child—“The Means”    

Motivation comes from two sources.   

1. Extrinsic Motivation:  What “YOU” do   

• Through words—what you communicate throughout the class hour (Mind) 

• Through activities—in-class participation that reinforces your teaching 
(Heart) 

Role plays and skits 

Antiphonal reading (For older children) 

Teaching a portion of the lesson 

Teaching the memory verse 

Decorating the room 

Setting up and taking down 

• Through the challenge—what you have planned for the children to work on 
during the week. (Will)  

 

Remember: The class is for them not you. If that’s true why does the teacher do all 
the talking, planning etc.? 

 

“Children will not actively apply what they have been passively 
taught.”—Robert Choun 

 

2. Intrinsic Motivation:  What the “Holy Spirit” does 

Conviction—as a result of hearing Gods word taught 

Control—your personality; what He works through 

Capability—what the Holy Spirit does in your life 
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Making Changes for the Total Child—“The Mindset”  

1. Being creative in your teaching   

• Creative teaching is not: 

Doing all the talking 

Always teaching a traditional Bible lesson 

Being the central focus of the class time 

Using the same “stuff” every week 

• Creative teaching is: 

Stepping out of your comfort zone 

Looking for new ways to share the same truth 

Inviting the children to be the activity 

Letting the children shape the classroom environment 

Ask yourself:  “Are the children closer in their relationship with God as a result of my 
teaching? If the answer is “no” or “I don’t know,” maybe its time to take an 
inventory test and find out why. 

2. Watching out for problem areas 

• Being comfortable  

• Being complacent  

• Being content  

• Being conceited  

• Being customized  

• Being resistant  

3. Getting out of your box 

• Visit a teacher’s supply store  

• Take a day trip  

• Plug yourself into some training 
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Suggestions for Teaching the Total Child  

 

Teaching on sharing their faith 

Use the Gospel Flipper-Flapper™.  However, start with some wooden puzzles and let the 
children put them together. Then tell them you have a very special puzzle you want them to 
learn to do. Teach the Gospel Flipper-Flapper  one section at a time (Give one to each child 
and let them practice.) 

• Share the Gospel message (Mind) 

• Let them talk about what Jesus did (Heart) 

How do you feel about what Jesus did? 

How much love did He have for you? 

Do you think Jesus was sad? 

Why was Jesus the only One who could die for your sins? 

• Give them a tool to share  (e.g.,  Gospel Flipper-Flapper, Wordless Book, “How 

to Have a Very Special Friend” tract etc.) You will want to plan a time when 
they have an opportunity to use the tool (Will)  

Teaching on obedience   

Teach biblical and general principles about obedience (Mind) 

“Who’s In Charge” (A read aloud story) (Evangelizing Today’s Child magazine, March/April 
2004, p.23) 

Sing a song—“Let the Lord Have His Way” (Heart) (CEF Press) 

  “Obedience” (Heart) (CEF Greater Long Beach) 

Have a helping hands chart that designates a responsibility the children can do (Will) 

Put this up each week so when the children come in they can see if they have a job. The 
purpose is not to tell the children each week what to do but get them in the habit of 
automatically taking responsibly. 

Give the children an “Obedience” calendar to take home. (See the sample provided at the end 
of the notes.) (Will) 

Be sure to follow up in class or you will skip this part of teaching the total child. Talk 
about it the next week  

Teaching on growing in Christ 

Choose several principles from the Bible about growing: take two weeks to teach each truth 
(Mind) 

Essential:   If the children are not getting it, don’t go on to a new truth until they do 
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Use songs to reinforce the principle (Heart) 

Devotions—“God Wants to Spend Time with Just You” (CEF Press) 

Faith—“Faith is Just Believing” (CEF Press) 

Victory—“One Step at a Time”; “There Is Victory for Me”; “Do What’s Right” (CEF Press) 

Witnessing—“What About My Neighbor” (CEF Press) 

Worship—“God’s Power” (CEF Press) 

Get the children to talk about ways they can grow by asking open-ended questions (Heart) 

Sample of open-ended questions 

Instead of saying, “Who died on the cross?”  say “When Jesus died on the cross who’s 
sin did he forgive?”  

 Instead of saying, “Who first heard about the birth of Jesus?” say “How did the 
shepherds hear that Jesus was born?”  “What gifts did the Magi bring?” say “Why do you 
think the wise men brought the gifts to Jesus?” 

Give the children their own devotional book and have them bring them back each week.  
Plan time in class for discussion and review of how they are doing with them. (Will) 

Teaching about God 

Have a creation day in Sunday school, Junior Church or Good News Club®. Ask the children 
to bring things that cause them to think about God’s creation and share it with the others. 
You will want to prepare some open- ended questions to ask after the children have shared 

 

 

 

Resources for the Teacher 

CEF Press 1-800-748-7100    www.cefpress.com   

Teach Kids! ™ 

Teach Kids! essentials 

Teach Kids! curriculum club 

Teach Kids! forum   

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Greater Long Beach     www.ceflongbeach.com      

Carson-Dellosa visuals   www.carsondellosa.com 

Trend visuals    www.school-tools.com/Trend-Enterprises.htm 

http://www.cefpress.com/
http://www.ceflongbeach.com/
http://www.carsondellosa.com/
http://www.school-tools.com/Trend-Enterprises.htm


 

 

Obedience Chart 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Obeyed 
without 

complaining 

Did my 
homework 

without 
griping 

Did my chores 
without being 

told to 

Helped            
my mom 

Showed 
appreciation           

to my 
teacher 

Found a 
way to be 

kind            
to someone 

Read             
my Bible 
every day 

Spent time 
with God  

Cleaned up 
my own 
mess 

Helped                  
my brother                       

or sister 

Helped a 
friend with 

their 
homework 

Said 
“please” and 
“thank you” 

Was 
respectful               
to adults 

Read               
my Bible 
every day 

Was 
courteous 

today 

Shared 
with a 
friend 

Ate my dinner 
without 

complaining 

Let 
someone 
go first in 

line 

Spoke kindly  
to people 

Opened  
the door  

for 
someone 

Read             
my Bible 
every day 

Said  
something 

kind  

Helped            
my teacher 

Was patient Talked to 
someone 

who 
needed a 

friend 

Took care                
of my pet 

Kept                
my room 

clean 

Read            
my Bible 
every day 

 
Put a big X through each thing you did this month. See how many you can do without being asked or told to do.     


