
THEOPHILUS ALUKO desires to help others find their place in the Son. He encourages 
them to walk in their God-given dominion through the simple Gospel of the Kingdom of God 
through Jesus Christ. He volunteers on the Technology Team with CEF Greater Baltimore 
Chapter and is keen on mentoring youth and young adults in the Greater Baltimore region to 
fulfill God’s potential in their lives and endeavors. Theo holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering from the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC).  

 
BEVERLY CARROLL served as a missionary with Child Evangelism Fellowship® for 20 
years. She has held various positions with the ministry and most recently served as Director of 
Training for the Greater Washington, DC area as well as a Leadership Training Instructor for 
CEF® internationally. Beverly’s passion is children. She enjoys serving the Lord by 
evangelizing and discipling inner-city children and their families and equipping workers to 
serve. Beverly has shared the gospel with children and trained workers in various states as well 
as in St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Cameroon, West Africa.  She also teaches at the Children’s 
Ministries Institute (CMI).  Beverly has a Master of Religious Education from Covington 
Theological Seminary along with a diploma from the Children’s Ministries Institute in 
Warrenton, MO. Beverly recently “retired” but continues to be involved in CEF ministry as a 
volunteer. 

 
RUTH HILBERT – is a skilled teacher with extensive training and experience working with 
children and youth of all ages in Maryland and around the world. A native of Baltimore, 
Maryland, Ruth served as a summer missionary for Child Evangelism Fellowship of Greater 
Baltimore, worked with urban youth in Sunday School and summer camp programs throughout 
her high school and college years. She also spent a summer helping with Vacation Bible School 
programs in Mexico. Her 30-year teaching career in several Christian schools includes two 
years teaching missionary children in Spain, ministering to children and youth in Russia, 
directing children’s outreach with mission teams in Trinidad, and at mission conferences for 
Chinese and Arab believers. Her passion for children led her to develop and direct the 
Children’s Church ministry at her previous church for 8 years. Ruth has served as a mentor at 
Liberty Learning Center in Baltimore City and currently serves in her church’s Children's 
Ministry and continues to teach Good News Clubs each year.  

 
BERNARD LAKE is a seasoned instructor born in the Caribbean, who has a passion for 
teaching and encouraging others. Teaching has always held his heart – whether teaching at a 
community college in Iowa or guiding young people before and during Hurricane Katrina in 
Louisiana. His love of teaching has led him to share the gospel across the US and several 
African countries teaching believers the scriptures. A noted scholar and former assistant 
principal, Bernard holds a Bachelors’ degree in Marketing and Industrial Relations and Human 
Resources from the University of Iowa, an MBA and is an Education Specialist currently 
working towards his Ph.D. 
 

ODDET E. MEARS was born and raised in Baltimore, the youngest of four children.  
Occasionally her mother would send her to church, but she didn’t receive Jesus as her Savior 
until she was 33.  In 1990, God called Oddet into full-time ministry with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship.  She graduated from the Children’s Ministry Institute (CMI) and ministered for 2 
1/2 years teaching Good News Clubs, 5 Day Clubs and assisted with teacher training.  Later the 
Lord sent her to Pennsylvania to minister to teenage girls for 14 years with Teen Haven.  While 
in Philly, she attended Christian Research and Development School and graduated as a 
Certified Biblical Counselor and served and worked on the counseling staff for 6 years.  She 
attended Philadelphia Biblical University and completed various courses.  She returned to 
Baltimore in 2011 and reconnected with CEF and is serving as a Training Specialist, GNC 
teacher, and helps administratively.  She is also a proud graduate of the Baltimore School of the 
Bible which gave her a solid foundation in her walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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SANDRA RENEE WALKER joined the staff of Child Evangelism Fellowship® in 
Washington, DC on June 1, 2001 as a full-time missionary. The Lord called her to missions 
through a missionary conference at her church. Her desire is to see many children and families 
come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, and to see boys and girls grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As a child she learned Proverbs 11:30 which 
says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is wise” and from 
childhood this message has been in her spirit. She is a graduate of the Howard University School 
of Communications, Washington, DC and the Children’s Ministries Institute®, Warrenton, MO. 

 
REV. VERNON WARE is a licensed therapist with 10+ years of experience in therapeutic 
counseling and community engagement. He currently serves as the Senior Pastor of Pilgrim 
AME Church, in NE Washington, DC. He is a member of the American Counseling Association, 
the Maryland Counseling Association, and is a National Certified Counselor. He specializes in 
couples counseling, and works with adults dealing with anxiety, depression, stress and 

challenged interpersonal functioning. Pastor Ware is the former CFO and Senior Minister at 
Ebenezer AME Church in Fort Washington, MD., and Director of Church Life at the Reid 
Temple AME Church – North . He now uses his Master of Science in Pastoral Clinical 
Counseling from Loyola University, and a Master of Divinity from Howard University to 
consult with corporate, academic, non-profit and civic organizations. His goal is to educate, 
enhance and empower those entities about mental health and working with them to improve 
interpersonal efficiency.  

 
DR. MARTHA WRIGHT has served for 48 years in Child Evangelism Fellowship.  Dr. 
Wright has extensive experience in leadership, serving for as a missionary and Director of 
Education for Latin America for 15 years and 20 years as Vice President of Education for CEF 
worldwide. A visionary and innovative leader, Dr. Wright led the launch and establishment of 
the Teaching Children Effectively® training program which has trained over three million 
Christians in over 180 countries in the past five years. Martha holds a B.A. from Simpson 
University, an M.A. in Counseling from Liberty University, and a doctorate in Education from 
NOVA Southeastern University. Since August 2010, Dr. Wright has been the Executive Director 
for CEF of Maryland.  

 
EDNA ZURAW recently celebrated 60 years in the ministry of CEF. She served for 17 years 
as a local director for the Greater Baltimore area in Maryland but in 1980 God called her to 
minister in St. Louis, MO and to teach at CEF’s Children’s Ministries Institute. As a member of 
CEF’s Department of Education, Edna traveled worldwide helping to launch the innovative 
Teaching Children Effectively® program. Her favorite position was Director of the Children’s 
Ministries Institute in which she served for 12 years. Since 2009 Edna has been back in 
Maryland serving in the ministry as a semi-retired volunteer. She continues to teach at CMI and 
is in demand as a speaker for conferences, banquets, workshops and other events. 
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